
 

 

 
7 August 2025 
 
London Cycling Campaign response to Regent Street, Haymarket & Piccadilly consultation   
https://futureofregentstreet.commonplace.is/  
  
About LCC  
London Cycling Campaign (LCC) is a charity with more than 20,000 supporters, of whom 

more than 12,000 are fully paid-up members. We speak up on behalf of everyone who 
cycles or wants to cycle in Greater London; and we speak up for a greener, healthier, 
happier and better-connected capital.  
  
1. Engagement and consultation  
The Crown Estate and Westminster City Council’s approach to engagement was welcome, 
allowing us a range of opportunities to give feedback at an early stage of the designs.    
  
2. Low Traffic West End  
As per LCC's recent Low Traffic West End report, it's vital in our view that the whole West 
End is now considered carefully as an area for motor traffic reduction. While these 
proposals are broadly very welcome, Westminster Council, the Mayor, government and 
individual landowners and highways authorities must now work together to deliver a 
coherent plan for the West End, creating an overall environment that prioritises walking & 
cycling, rather than isolated schemes that fail to tackle the broader issues and risk displacing 
motor traffic from one area to the next.  
 

3. Oxford Circus  
In this context, then, Oxford Circus particularly acts as a nexus for public transport, walking, 
cycling, wheeling and other modes both north-south and east-west. It is imperative that 
Westminster Council, The Crown Estate and TfL carefully and holistically consider how each 
mode is best delivered in and across this area. The Oxford Street junction will be vital to 
consider particularly for people walking and wheeling but also for cycling - it currently is one 
of the key barriers to cycling in the area yet sits as a key nexus for highest potential cycle 
corridors, as does Piccadilly Circus. A lot more, bolder and braver work needs to be done on 
these nodes than these plans so far indicate.  
 
4. Piccadilly Circus  
While we understand that the designs are still at an early stage, the language and imagery 
used for proposals are worrying and worryingly vague. The illustrative images show large 
stretches of Regent Street with no cycle provision at all at junctions - with cycle lanes or 
tracks ending before the junction and a raised table with shared carriage facilities at the 
junction.

https://futureofregentstreet.commonplace.is/
https://lcc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/LCC-Low-Traffic-West-End.pdf
https://felt.com/map/TfL-Strategic-Cycling-Analysis-2022-XU73cLFsTcCfTQz0DHIfsD?loc=51.514311,-0.139061,15.23z
https://felt.com/map/TfL-Strategic-Cycling-Analysis-2022-XU73cLFsTcCfTQz0DHIfsD?loc=51.514311,-0.139061,15.23z


 

 

In engagement workshops, designers have said that treatment of junctions may only consist 
of Advanced Stop Lines (ASLs) and at best, early release cycle signals, to ensure that 
pedestrian space isn’t lost. But a lack of protected space for cycling and sepa rate signals 
would render any cycling provision in the scheme as not only deeply hostile to all but the 
hardiest cyclists, effectively denying any real potential to increase cycling in the area, but 
more, would likely increase danger for those who would continue to cycle here despite 
conditions.   
This design of this junction needs to take into account that the Shaftesbury Avenue / 
Piccadilly corridor should become a major cycle route in the near future, given its high 
priority on TfL’s Strategic Cycling Analysis.   
ASLs alone would therefore be unacceptably poor provision at a junction like Piccadilly 
Circus. Early release signals don’t really even deliver the bare minimum provision, and 
would not remove much collision risk and/or provide enough comfort/amenity to enable a 
wider range of people to cycle here. Instead, Crown Estates and Westminster should 
emulate the best designs from across London (and beyond), such as Camden, City, and 
Waltham Forest. ‘Circulating Cycle Stage’ junctions such as deployed in Waltham Fo rest and 

Manchester (see DfT’s LTN 1/20 design guidance) could be one option.  
 
5. Cycling on Regent Street   

This strategic corridor requires physically separate space for cycling due to the volume of 
traffic on this road. A painted line or a different coloured surface is not sufficient. Current 
illustrations appear to show taxis/vehicles crossing a cycle lane to  park – which would 
reduce amenity of any cycle track or lane and safety.   
Every effort should be made to: remove more/all parking and loading bays from Regent 
Street; design remaining loading and parking to avoid vehicles crossing cycle tracks/lanes; 
physically separate those cycling from motor vehicles including around turning movements 
at junctions. We recommend stepped tracks throughout, although we recognise the 
challenge of cycle provision at bus stops on a street with very high footfall and number of 
bus passengers.   
 
6. Regent Street St James, Haymarket & Waterloo Place  

As with TfL's Oxford Street plans, we're broadly supportive of the principles of 
pedestrianisation for Regent Street St James, but only if cycling amenity, legibility and 
permeability are fully considered. A safe cycleway is needed on this street and/or 
Haymarket. A cycle track could be accommodated here to keep cycles and pedestrians 
separate, as in this example in the Hague. (While it has been pointed out to LCC by officers 

that the Hague’s pedestrianised city centre streets now restrict cycling at certain times of 
day, the Hague has an enviably dense network of safe cycle routes to choose from when 

some routes are closed, unlike the West End).  
For an onward route, the ideal would be tackling the steps south of Waterloo Place to link to 
The Mall. This could potentially be done with both a wide ramp on these wide, shallow steps 
and a lift that accommodates non-standard cycles as well as wheelchairs. If that is not 
possible, the obvious alternative would be putting cycle tracks on Pall Mall onto a traffic- 

free Pall Mall East towards Trafalgar Square.   
Cycle tracks on Haymarket should be provided, especially if cycling will not be 

accommodated on Regent Street St James. The tracks would need to be physically 
separated from motor traffic and designed for safety at junctions.   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycle-infrastructure-design-ltn-120
https://maps.app.goo.gl/6uqdziY8zkczio326?g_st=ac


 
 

 

For an onward route, keeping to Haymarket and a traffic-free Pall Mall East would be 
preferable to an indirect and non-intuitive route via Orange Street. A high-capacity, intuitive 
and easy-to-follow route is needed to fulfil the potential of cycling in this area and enhance 
safety for current cyclists. However this should then trigger a further scheme providing safe 
onward connection across Trafalgar Square to Northumberland Avenue / CS3 on the 
Embankment.   
We would therefore urge The Crown Estate and Westminster City Council to lobby TfL for a 
scheme at Trafalgar Square sooner rather than later to fix this dangerous junction and 
connect it safely to Northumberland Avenue. A bus gate on Northumberland Avenue could 
be considered.  
 
7. Strategic Cycling Analysis  
The last public TfL Strategic Cycling Analysis (done in 2022) is viewable as a map here. It 
shows that high and highest potential cycling corridors criss-cross the area with highest-
quality protected Cycleway schemes clearly needed for Regent Street, Haymarket, 
Shaftesbury Avenue, Piccadilly, Oxford Street, parallel to Oxford Street through Soho and 
more.   
There is very little prospect of using side streets, already overspilling with pedestrians, as 
core Cycleway routes in this area. The side street areas off the main roads here desperately 
do need significant motor traffic reduction for a variety of reasons - but core and direct 
high-capacity cycle routes will need to be primarily on main roads for the network to retain 

coherence and work overall for a wider range of those cycling.  
Again, this only reinforces why The Crown Estate, TfL, Westminster Council and other 
stakeholders urgently need a coherent masterplan for the entire area and to embrace clear 
cycling design standards to enable all modes to play their part in the area. Current proposals 
treat cycling as an optional afterthought - which if not remedied, would not only risk lives 
but stifle the mode's vital potential, despite Mayor's Transport Strategy, climate emergency 
declarations and so on.  

https://felt.com/map/TfL-Strategic-Cycling-Analysis-2022-XU73cLFsTcCfTQz0DHIfsD?loc=51.510956,-0.130799,15.53z

