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https://haveyoursay.tfl.gov.uk/shoreditch-high-street

About LCC

London Cycling Campaign (LCC) is a charity with more than 20,000 supporters, of whom
more than 12,000 are fully paid-up members. We speak up on behalf of everyone who
cycles or wants to cycle in Greater London; and we speak up for a greener, healthier,
happier and better-connected capital.

Overall response

LCC overall agrees that this scheme will enable more and safer cycling, however, this
scheme is far worse than schemes TfL was producing for active travel a decade ago and this
represents the lowest possible quality of a scheme TfL should be producing. If the scheme
was any worse, LCC would be forced into directly opposing it.

This scheme will not as currently envisioned enable TfL to move significantly in this area to
achieving Mayor’s Transport Strategy targets on mode share/shift, Vision Zero/road danger,
and separately on the Mayor’s commitment to reduce private motor vehicle use in London
by 27% by 2030 (road km driven) to achieve Net Zero.

While the ‘cycle gates’ and cycle tracks are welcome, overall this appears to be a scheme
primarily designed to retain bus journey times at current levels, even where those buses mix
with private motor traffic and thus the end result fails to reduce private motor traffic
capacity significantly and to hand that capacity to buses and/or cycling.

It is a mark of how poor the design of this scheme is that the only significant traffic
restriction in the scheme is for Holywell Lane. It is also a mark of how poor the design of this
scheme is that overall it reduces the number of zero scores — also known as ‘critical issues’ —
in TfL’s own Healthy Streets Check from 8 to 4. For Vision Zero, the number of these left in
every scheme should be zero.

TfL must be far bolder in general in delivering mode shift and clearer on Vision Zero if it is to
ensure its own targets have any meaning. This scheme does not reach the bar TfL should be
setting itself for its own targets.

Scheme elements in detail
e The cycle gates are welcome, and we recognise that cycle gates are probably the

most suitable treatment for when cycle volumes are already this high that TfL
currently has in its design toolkit (although TfL should generally be considering
‘Circulating Cycle Stage’ junctions far more carefully as seen in Greater Manchester
(as ‘CYCLOPS’ junctions) and in Waltham Forest and soon, Newham). But cycle gates
are still a deeply hostile and uninclusive junction design approach that will not
enable this corridor to fulfil its full potential for cycling.
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Not many, for instance, would cycle with kids here, even with the cycle gates in
place. The most obvious and simple answer would be to provide additional parallel
direct corridors for cycling in this area on both sides of Shoreditch High Street. TfL
should urgently also be looking at cities with very high cycling levels for solutions
they deploy at similar locations.

e The right turn, for instance, into Bethnal Green Road from Shoreditch High Street
northbound, as well as the ahead movement for those going south past Commercial
Road are both particularly concerning — it’s likely that slower cyclists will be caught
up by motor traffic in both instances that then risk turning movements across them.
Certainly, again, this is not going to feel comfortable for most people who could
potentially cycle here.

e There are multiple arms with only an Advanced Stop Line (ASL) and potentially not
even ‘early release’ signals. This is particularly an issue entering and exiting Bethnal
Green Road — which is a “medium” potential cycling corridor according to the 2022
TfL Strategic Cycling Analysis (SCA). Even where there isn’t significant potential to
increase cycling according to the SCA, more is likely required to deliver a ‘Vision
Zero’ scheme here.

e Too much of the scheme fails even to tackle appropriately existing parking/loading
bays and bus stands with a view to enabling inclusive cycling. The parking bays south
of Commercial Road, the bus cage just north of Holywell Lane, the parking and bus
cages north from Bateman’s Row all the way to Old Street nearly all should receive
further design attention to minimise conflict and maximise cycling, walking and
wheeling comfort. And the relocated bus stand next to Calvert Avenue southbound
surely represents a significant risk for those cycling out of Hackney Road?

e Shoreditch High Street has over 1,000 buses (and coaches) daily along this corridor
according to recent DfT counts as well as taxis. This means that providing a bus lane
as the primary means of cycling northbound almost certainly goes well above the
threshold where DfT’s LTN 1/20 guidance would consider this acceptable for ‘most
people’ to cycle here.

e The bus stop bypasses southbound on Shoreditch High Street and the protected
cycle track generally are welcome, but the track appears to be too narrow for the
capacity needed given numbers already cycling here daily. For some of the length of
this track and in general, it seems fairly clear that capacity for private motor vehicle
movements has been retained despite a need to reduce such capacity (for the
Mayor’s Net Zero, Vision Zero, mode share etc. commitments) and as a result, the
scheme is unnecessarily compromised not just for cycling, but for walking, wheeling
also.

e The scheme retains the current crossing design next to Rivington Street — which
while welcome for those cycling east-west here to/from Calvert Avenue and
Rivington Street, will remain again a hostile and difficult to navigate ‘pinch point’ in
all directions, stifling the overall potential for cycling along both corridors — north-
south and east-west.

e The scheme obviously ends shy of the Old Street junction that also needs urgent
treatment. The only part of the junction treated is the ‘slip’ from Hackney Road —
which will still remain hostile for cycling and walking, wheeling.
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